The study of practice variation in managing rheumatic diseases.
In summary, variation is grist for the traditional epidemiologic study of etiologic and prognostic factors. In health service research, it provides an approach to describe what is done in everyday practice, where it's done, and, with more detailed study, what works. Interpretation of such data is complex and fraught with difficulties. Nevertheless, the use of large data sets for research and administrative decisions and the study of practice variation are increasing and make it important for the profession to understand its strengths and limitations.